2006年元月號中級第二十單元—閱讀測驗詳解

詞彙與結構(Vocabulary)

1. ( C ) In Taiwan, _____ in many western countries, Chinese New Year is the most important holiday of the year.
A. dislike

B. liking

C. unlike

D. alike
2. ( A ) Brazil is the world’s fifth largest country ____ population.
A. by


B. for
C. with


D. on
3. ( D ) The Taiwanese celebrate the New Year ____ the lunar calendar.

A. is based on

B. is basing on

C. basing on

D. based on

4. ( C ) People admire colorful lanterns _____ for this yearly occasion.
A. are made

B. making
C. made

D. to make

5. ( A ) The New Year is also a very religious event, _____ it is considered the festival of Saint Sylvester as well.

A. for


B. whenever

C. otherwise

D. with

6. ( D ) Atlanta is my _______, but I currently live in New York.
A. occasion

B. envelope
C. cinnamon

D. hometown
7. ( B ) Every year, people ______ more and more natural resources.
A. attend

B. consume
C. occur

D. admire
8. ( C ) Finally, after 700 pages, the story reached its ______.
A. fortune

B. similarity
C. conclusion
D. gathering
9. ( A ) Why do young people in America ______ those who carry guns and speak profanity?
A. admire

B. attend 

C. occur

D. exchange
10. ( A ) Her name is Venus. She is the _____ of love and passion.
A. goddess

B. feast
C. region

D. festivity
11. ( C ) It had never _____ to me that you would be upset about my promotion.
A. attended

B. exchanged
C. occurred

D. considered
12. ( D ) Detectives must base their conclusions on fact, not ______.
A. similarities
B. cinnamon
C. festivities

D. superstition
13. ( A ) We should have bought our son a flute instead of a _____.
A. trumpet

B. playhouse
C. gathering

D. carnival
14. ( B ) I would like to _____ these shoes for a larger pair.
A. consume

B. exchange
C. admire

D. occur
15. ( B ) If this soup contains ______, then it must be very healthy.
A. aspects

B. lentils
C. respects

D. lanterns
段落填空I (Cloze Test I)
Project Gutenberg (PG), which is the world’s first digital library, was started by a man 16.______ Michael Hart way back in 1971. Keep in mind that at that time, computers were only used by large companies and government organizations. However, Hart believed that they would one day be accessible to the general public. It was this belief that drove him to create PG, in order to make great works of literature available free of charge 17.______ electronic forms. Hart named the project 18.______ Johannes Gutenberg, the 15th century German printer who invented a new kind of printing press, which led to the first printing press revolution. Nowadays, PG is home to over 16,000 titles and with companies like Google 19.______ the game, the future of digital libraries is exciting, to say the least! Watch out 20.______ the next digital library revolution!
16. (D) A. naming B. name C. to name D. named
17. (B) A. with  B. in C. by D. on

18. (A) A. after B. with C. by D. for

19. (C) A. enter B. to enter C. entering D. entered
20. (D) A. by B. as C. of D. for
段落填空II (Cloze Test II) 
It has long been known that dogs are among the most loyal and faithful companions. Dogs are not only fun to play with and nice to have around the house, 21._____ they have also been helping humans 22._____ a variety of different ways since they were first domesticated hundreds of years ago. Nowadays especially, thanks to the Internet and television, amazing stories about dogs that save human lives are easy 23._____. For example, dogs have been known to save people from fires, warn mothers about choking babies, and even warn epileptics about oncoming seizures. It’s no wonder that dogs have earned the title of “man’s best friend.” Indeed, many people have great relationships with these friendly, 24._____ creatures. Now, if only we 25._____ them to stop drinking from the toilet….
21. (B) A. and B. but C. or D. so
22. (C) A. with B. by C. in D. to

23. (A) A. to find B. to be found

            C. to finding D. by finding

24. (D) A. four-legs B. four-legging


C. four-leg D. four-legged

25. (C) A. can teach B. teach


C. could teach D. teaching

閱讀理解 I (Reading Comprehension I) 
Come and join us at the

2006 Taiwan International 

Drum Festival!

Don’t miss this opportunity to see the 
Hsieh-Ten Percussion Art Group.
This world-class group of drummers has performed in drum competitions around the world, and will be returning for 

this special occasion.

Fun for the whole family!

Admission is free.
Start the New Year off with a bang!

26. ( B ) Who can attend this event?

A. Only percussionists.
B. People of all ages.
C. Adults in certain families.
D. Anyone who pays admission free.

27. ( C ) What is the Hsieh-Ten Percussion Art Group?
A. New Year party organizers.

B. People who make drums.

C. A group of musicians.

D. Poets who travel the world.
閱讀理解 II (Reading Comprehension II)
January 16, 2006
To whom it may concern,
I am writing in response to an ad which I came across in the Saturday edition of the Korean Herald. I understand that you are looking for talented foreign actors to appear in a popular daytime soap opera. 
Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Phillip Freeman. I have been working in the entertainment industry for the last 15 years and have extensive experience in film acting as well as in voice broadcasting. I have spent the last three years in Seoul, during which time I have appeared in several television commercials. I also was the host of the long-running English program “Everybody Learn English,” which was recently cancelled by the network. I speak Korean fluently, and would love to be given the opportunity to audition for any available roles. 
Please find a more detailed summary of my skills and experience in the attached résumé. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely, 

Phillip Freeman
28. ( A ) What is the purpose of this letter?
A. To apply for an acting job.

B. To complain about a Korean drama. 


C. To talk about foreign actors.

D. To introduce a soap opera star.
29. ( D ) What should the reader do in order to find more information about Phillip Freeman?
A. Contact his agent.
B. Search the Internet.
C. Contact Philip at home.
D. Read the attached résumé.
閱讀理解 III (Reading Comprehension III) 

These days, many people attend university in order to learn the ins and outs of movie-making. Many of these students enter school with the hope of one day graduating with the skills and knowledge with which to make the next big Hollywood blockbuster. However, you don’t need to pay thousands of dollars and attend a prestigious film school in order to learn how to make movies. On the contrary, almost anyone with a video camera and a computer can learn the basics of film-making. Thanks to digital cameras and special effects technologies becoming cheaper and cheaper, a well-made short film or documentary is only a few mouse clicks away. That’s right! With a little effort and the right computer programs, you could become the next Ang Lee! Just don’t forget to thank the little people after you become famous.
30. ( A ) What is the purpose of this passage?
A. To show that film-making can be easy.
B. To encourage people to attend college.
C. To teach people how to use digital cameras.
D. To thank the little people who were involved.

31. ( C ) According to the passage, what do you need in order to make a decent film?
A. A degree from a film school.

B. A list of expensive programs.
C. A good video camera and a computer.
D. Personal instruction from Ang Lee. 
32. ( C )  On what kind of website might you find this article posted?
A. Ang Lee’s personal page.
B. A movie theater listing website.
C. An independent film website.
D. A film school website.
閱讀理解 IV (Reading Comprehension IV) 

With an area of 13,200,000 square kilometers, Antarctica is the fifth largest continent on earth, and it is also the coldest. What comes as a surprise to most people is that despite the fact that it is almost entirely covered by an ice sheet that is 2.5 kilometers thick on average, Antarctica receives very little snow! In addition, due to the fact that it is the coldest and driest continent, Antarctica is home to very little plant life. However, various aquatic animals, such as penguins, seals, and whales, can be found in abundance. And although at any given time, Antarctica is home to about 1,000 people, it actually has no permanent residents. Most of the part-time residents work for government agencies from countries around the world that conduct scientific research. In conclusion, Antarctica might be a nice place to visit, but you certainly wouldn’t want to live there!

33. ( B ) How does the writer seem to feel about Antarctica?
A. It would be a great place to raise a family.

B. It is interesting, but not very hospitable.
C. It should not be visited by anyone.
D. It is the most beautiful place in the world. 
34. ( A ) What does the writer say is very surprising to most people?
A. That it seldom snows in Antarctica.

B. That not many people live in Antarctica.
C. That there are animals in Antarctica.
D. That Antarctica does not contain much plant life.
35. ( D ) According to the article, which of the following is true?
A. Antarctica is the best place for scientific research. 
B. Antarctica is approximately 250 kilometers wide.
C. Many people spend long periods of time in Antarctica.
D. Most people in Antarctica work for the government.
36. ( D ) Which of the following is similar in meaning to the word "conduct"?
A. Take along.
B. Inform.
C. Believe.
D. Carry out.
閱讀理解 V (Reading Comprehension V) 

Although many of today’s domesticated cats have come to be known as picky, lazy, and difficult creatures, their ancient ancestors were much more helpful around the house. It is the belief of many historians studying ancient Egypt that humans and cats maintained a give-and-take relationship even before the animals were domesticated. In looking at archaeological evidence, it is believed that the greatest danger to Egyptian households were the numerous poisonous snakes, rats, and mice that attacked the home and village food supplies. It is therefore assumed that wild cats from the swamps and jungles entered the villages and kept these pests at bay. In exchange for their services, it is believed that the grateful Egyptians left out food in order to encourage and thank these helpful cats. It was then only a matter of time before these cats were tamed and bred for certain characteristics. So, remember, next time your cat comes back with a dead mouse or bird from your yard, don’t forget to thank it for its contribution around the house.
37. ( A ) Which of the following phrases reveals that some of the information presented in this article may not be factual?
A. “It is assumed…”

B. “In order to…”
C. “Give-and-take”  


D. “A matter of time”
38. ( C ) In the beginning of the article, what comparison is made between modern cats and ancient Egyptian cats?
A. The ancient cats were more difficult to manage.
B. Modern cats are easier to look at.
C. The ancient cats were much more useful.
D. Modern cats catch more mice and birds.
39. ( B ) According to the article, where did the first domesticated cats probably come from?
A. They were a gift from a powerful emperor.
B. From the swamps and jungles of Egypt. 
C. They came from the village grain houses.
D. They were descendents of tigers.
40. ( A ) What did the Egyptians do to encourage wild cats to continue killing animals?
A. They provided them with food. 
B. They brought them into their households.
C. They showed them where the snakes were.
D. They treated them like royalty.
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