2005年十二月號中級第二十單元—閱讀測驗詳解

詞彙與結構(Vocabulary)
1. ( A ) ______ , he immediately called in a crop circle researcher.
A. Bewildered 
B. To bewilder

C. Bewilder

D. Bewildering
2. ( D ) The circles often appeared near transformers ______ to power lines.
A. attach 

B. to attach 

C. have attached
D. attached

3. ( B ) ______ from the sky, radar would have tracked the fall.
A. Have it to fall 
B. Had it fallen

C. Did it fall 

D. Were it to fall

4. ( C ) At least 75 planes and 2000 boats have gone ______ in the Bermuda Triangle.
A. to miss 

B. missed 

C. missing 

D. miss

5. ( B ) Whatever the case, you may want to always be sure to steer ______ of the Triangle.
A. clearing 

B. clear 

C. cleared 

D. clearly
6. ( C ) The soldiers ______ the enemy camp.
A. involved

B. vanished
C. invaded

D. stumbled
7. ( A ) Luckily, the ______ was a complete success, and Joe was able to walk again.
A. operation

B. permission
C. transformer

D. evidence
8. ( D ) Some people do not panic easily when there is a _____.
A. circle

B. pilot
C. diameter

D. crisis
9. ( B ) It is the responsibility of the _____ to report what is happening around the world.
A. hoax

B. media
C. crop


D. combine
10. ( B ) To this day, no one can forget the ______ disappearance of the mayor and his wife.
A. ancestral

B. mysterious
C. normal

D. premonitory
11. ( A ) A large crowd of people _____ to the area in front of the stage.
A. flocked

B. steered
C. faded

D. snatched
12. ( C ) The crop circle was not real; it turned out to be a _____.
A. blip


B. pilot
C. hoax

D. crisis
13. ( B ) This house has been _____ by ghosts for over one hundred years.
A. stumbled

B. haunted
C. measured

D. covered
14. ( A ) After ______ the strange man, I felt quite uncomfortable.
A. encountering
B. fearing
C. fading

D. vanishing
15. ( A ) The plane’s ______ failed shortly after takeoff.
A. radar

B. crop
C. curiosity

D. error
段落填空I (Cloze Test I) 

For over two thousand years, people have been burning incense for a variety of reasons. 16. _______ by religious men and women who want to communicate with the spirit world, incense has many other more obvious and more practical applications. First, incense has the ability to change the atmosphere in any room within a matter of seconds. 17. _______ there are thousands of different scent combinations to choose 18. _______, it is possible to change one’s environment and create almost any desired mood. Second, incense can help to calm the mind, and can bring meditation practitioners 19. _______ a deeper state of relaxation and peace. Of course, along with the 20. _______ uses, incense can help to mask odors, such as cigarette smoke or old musty carpets. So, what do you say?  Next time you need to relax, don’t forget the incense.
16. (C) A. Beside to be used

B. Besides to be used
C. Aside from being used

D. Apart from using
17. (D) A. Since that

B. Since being
C. See that

D. Now that
18. (A) A. from

B. of
C. with

D. between
19. (A) A. into


B. out
C. of


D. with
20. (B) A. above-mention
B. above-mentioned
C. mention-above
D. above-mentioning
段落填空II (Cloze Test II) 
Avian influenza, otherwise known as bird flu, is certainly one of the hottest topics in the news these days. 21. _______ several scientific sources, it seems that a “pandemic” is inevitable in the near future. But what does this mean for the average person? Influenza pandemics are significant events that can rapidly infect thousands, even millions, of people in almost every country. Once international spread of an airborne virus begins, the world will be 22. _______, due to the fact that a virus can be transmitted rapidly 23. _______ coughing or sneezing. The fact that infected people can shed the virus before symptoms appear only               24. _______ the risk of international spread via asymptomatic air travelers. Clearly, if such a pandemic does take place, large portions of the world’s population will be 25. _______. This is a bleak possibility—one that everyone hopes can be prevented before it becomes a reality.
21. (C) A. So as to 

B. As to
C. According to
D. In proportion to
22. (D) A. on its own

B. in love with it
C. on a diet

D. at its mercy
23. (A) A. by


B. with
C. in 


D. from
24. (A) A. adds to

B. adding to

C. to add up

D. added up

25. (B) A. reflected 

B. affected
C. defected

D. effected
閱讀理解 I (Reading Comprehension I) 
Dear Mr. Toutsouras,
I would like to extend my appreciation and gratitude to you and your wife, Maria, for offering your hospitality to my 21 grade two students and me last Friday. Spending the afternoon in your restaurant was a delightful and educational experience. Thanks to you and your delicious food, my students now have a greater understanding of Greek cuisine and culture. The food was superb and the live band was certainly a lively addition. As agreed, I have enclosed the handmade thank-you notes which were written by each of the students who attended last Friday’s luncheon. Be sure to display them somewhere near the front of the restaurant so that any returning students might see them. I hope you will enjoy the humor and innocence in their words and drawings as much as I have. Again, thank you so much for this wonderful educational opportunity.

Sincerely, 

Henry James
Highwood Elementary School

26. ( C ) What is Mr. James’ occupation?
A. He owns a restaurant.

B. He is a Greek scholar.

C. He is a school teacher.

D. He is a journalist.
27. ( D ) Which part of the agreement did Mr. James honor?
A. To give the students a free meal.
B. To hang up the students’ pictures.
C. To pay for a live Greek band.
D. To send the students’ letters.
閱讀理解 II (Reading Comprehension II) 
Win an iPod Nano!!
Jack’s Electronics Boutique is holding a special contest during the month of December. To enter, simply bring your business card in and drop it off at the cashier’s counter. Five lucky winners will be chosen at random on December 24th. Each winner will receive a free 4GB iPod Nano in either white or black. 
Come on down to Jack’s for your chance to win!!

Jack’s Electronics Boutique

227 Broadway Street East

(604) 888-9398 

28. ( A ) How long will the contest be in effect?
A. Less than one month.
B. Until December.
C. On December 24th.
D. Two weeks only.
29. ( B ) What will the contest winners get to choose?
A. The size of the hard drive.
B. The color of their prize.
C. Their business cards.
D. Which iPod to buy.
閱讀理解 III (Reading Comprehension III) 

These days, more and more people are finding themselves financially stretched beyond their means. If this statement rings true for you, the most important question you should ask yourself is: how do I get out of debt? The key lies in proper money management. Debt management involves taking a few simple steps to get your finances under control, such as budgeting your monthly paycheck and avoiding high interest rates and late fees. To do this properly, it is sometimes necessary to consult a professional debt management specialist, but this is not always the case. The Internet and your local library are invaluable resources that are at your disposal. The worst thing you can do is to ignore a large debt and put it off until tomorrow. It is always better to begin now and keep moving forward. Get control of your finances today! 
30. ( C ) What is the purpose of this passage?
A. To help those who need a loan.
B. To stretch people financially.
C. To help people get out of debt.
D. To consult a specialist.

31. ( A ) Which is true, according to the passage?
A. Debt management can be easy.

B. The Internet is the best resource.
C. You should put off small payments.
D. Everyone should consult a professional.
32. ( D ) Who might be interested in this passage?
A. A banker who wants to get paid.
B. A child who is not old enough to gamble. 
C. A woman who doesn’t use credit cards.
D. A man who recently took out a loan.
閱讀理解 IV (Reading Comprehension IV) 

If you grew up in the last fifty years, it is very likely that television has influenced your life in some way or another. Recent studies have revealed that most youngsters spend more time in front of the television than they do in the classroom. And what about time spent in front of a computer screen or playing handheld video games? It seems that nowadays, many of us are unable to peel our eyes away from our full color plasma screens, regardless of the image being displayed. Although it is true that television programming, as well as web content, has become more diverse and educational over the years, this does not mask the fact that people are spending less time interacting with friends and family members. Sadly, it seems that this trend is only worsening as time goes by. Let’s hope that we are able to reverse this trend before it consumes us completely.
33. ( B ) What is a logical follow-up article?
A. The History of the Internet

B. How to Avoid Watching Television
C. How to Program Your DVD Player  

D. The Best Channels on the Air! 
34. ( B ) What does the writer say many of us can’t stop doing?
A. Buying TV guides.
B. Looking at screens.
C. Surfing the ocean.
D. Playing games.
35. ( C ) What positive information does the writer present?
A. That fewer people are watching TV.
B. That there are more channels to watch.
C. That TV programming has improved.
D. That people have loved TV for years.
36. ( A ) What is the tone of the last few sentences?
A. Bleak.
B. Cheery.
C. Angry.
D. Confused.
閱讀理解 V (Reading Comprehension V) 

For many Westerners, two important figures dominate our memories of Christmas celebrations past: Santa Claus and Jesus Christ. Of course, Jesus’ connection to this special winter holiday is an obvious one. For Christians, December 25th represents the celebration of the birth of the Son of God over 2000 years ago. Santa’s connection to Christmas is not so obvious, and in looking for the historical roots of Santa, one must go almost as far back in time as the birth of Jesus. The basis for our modern-day Santa Claus is Bishop Nicholas of Smyrna, a place which is now known as Turkey. Nicholas lived in the 4th century AD. He was very rich, generous, and loving toward children. He was not known to climb down chimneys bearing gifts—rather, these embellishments were added in by the Dutch, who were responsible for bringing the Santa Claus legends to North America in the 17th century. It wasn’t until 200 years later that the Coca-Cola Company introduced the image of the bearded, bright-nosed, jolly, fat man dressed in a red coat and black boots. So, that’s the story—but don’t tell your kids about it!
37. ( A ) Which might be a good title for this piece?
A. The Evolution of Santa Claus

B. The History of Christmas Eve
C. How Coca-Cola Created Santa


D. Climbing Down the Chimney
38. ( C ) Where might this passage appear?
A. In a pagan winter handbook.
B. In a devout Christian newsletter.
C. In the December issue of a parents’ magazine.
D. In a book about the Dutch.
39. ( D ) What does the writer assume about the readers?
A. That they do not believe in Santa.
B. That they are naturally gifted.
C. That they have always loved Christmas.
D. That they already know about Jesus’ Christmas connection.
40. ( B ) Which is true, according to the passage?
A. Santa has always been a fat man.
B. The Santa tradition began in Europe.
C. Santa is famous for his claws.
D. Santa is a North American.
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