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Senior Unit 6 Review: Oral Test

Part 1 Reading Articles
Passage 1          


I’ve always liked outdoor activities that give me a rush, like skiing and mountain climbing. But one thing that I have never tried is skydiving. For many people, the idea of jumping out of an airplane is a little scary. I feel the same way; it just sounds too dangerous. When I was younger, my father used to go skydiving, and he would often ask me if wanted to go with him. I always told him that I was busy, but actually I was just too scared to try it. Now that I am older, I often regret that I didn’t go with him. My father still teases me about it. That’s why I have decided to try it now! However, instead of flying in the sky, I’ve decided to go indoor skydiving.  I’ll be flying in a wind tunnel with a safety net below me. It’s not quite the same as jumping out of an airplane, but it still sounds like fun. Afterwards, I can tell my father I finally tried skydiving!

Passage 2


I really love music; I enjoy playing it, listening to it, and watching music videos. I think music videos are very creative, as they add very interesting images to songs. I often watch music videos on the Internet. On some websites, you can download videos to your computer, so you can watch them again or send them to your friends. Some people believe that this is not good, and that by doing this, people are stealing. I disagree because if I didn’t watch music videos on the Internet, I wouldn’t watch them at all. This is because the bands I like are not played on the radio, and their videos are never on TV. Also, if I share music videos with other people, and they like them, maybe they will buy CDs made by the bands in the videos. Besides, many bands have videos you can download for free on their own websites. So, in my opinion, websites that let you watch videos, such as youtube.com and other sites that have videos available to download, actually help bands and singers!

Part 2 Answering Questions                               
1. Things like skydiving give some people a rush. What gives you a rush? Why?  

Riding on a roller coaster gives me a rush because I like the feeling of going really fast. It’s a little scary, but very exciting.

2. Do you have a computer connected to the Internet at home? What do you usually do when you use the Internet?

Yes, we have two computers connected to the Internet at home. When I use the Internet, I am usually looking for more information on things I have seen on TV, read about in books, or heard about from my friends. The Internet contains a lot of useful information and makes the information easy to find.  

3. Would you agree to copy songs from your CDs and share them- if a friend wanted copies? Have you ever downloaded songs that other people copied and put online? 

Yes, I would agree to copy songs for my friends if they wanted me to, but I know that many singers and record companies don’t like it when people do that. I also download new songs from the Internet quite often. Then I listen to them and decide if I like them or not. If I really like the songs, then I will go and buy the CD.

4. What is your favorite place in Taiwan? What is it known for? 

My favorite place in Taiwan is Kenting. It’s known for its beautiful beaches and sunny weather. I love lying on the beach in the sun and swimming in the ocean. 

5. Of all the countries in the world, which would you most like to visit? Why? 
Of all the countries in the world, I would most like to visit France because I want to see the famous paintings in the art museums there. I love art, and there are many art museums in France. I would also like to see the countryside and try some of France’s famous red wine. The food there is supposed to be delicious, and I’d love to try it. 
6. In Taiwan, people are supposed to separate their garbage for recycling. Do you do this? 

  Yes. I separate all of my garbage into different bags, as I am supposed to do. I know that things like paper, plastic, and bottles can be recycled, so I don’t put them with the rest of the garbage from my house. Also, if I am walking in the park and I see a drink can or bottle on the ground, I pick it up and put it in a garbage can. These things are easy to do, and I wish everybody did them. 

7. Do you think that people are wasting money by buying all the latest electronic devices as soon as they come on the market? 
Yes, sometimes, because if you buy these things when they have just come on the market, they are often very expensive. If you wait a short time, they become much cheaper. I think some people waste a lot of money just because they want to have something that is brand new, even if they don’t really need it. My friend has a cell phone that can record video, but she only uses it to call people!  

8. Do you think that it’s okay for people to take dogs to the park, or should people keep their dogs out of public areas?
I think it is okay, as long as people clean up after their dogs. It’s not much fun to walk in the park and step in dog poop! In many countries, parks have special garbage cans for dog poop. As long as dog owners pick up the poop and control their dogs, it’s okay. Also, dogs need exercise. Keeping them out of places like parks would be very inconvenient for dog owners.
9. Some people find advertising so annoying that they don’t watch TV. How do you feel about advertising on TV and on the Internet? 

I get really tired of advertising, especially on TV. Sometimes, there are a lot of advertisement breaks, and they are so long that I lose interest in what I am watching. On the Internet, there isn’t as much advertising, but I think there will be more and more soon. Fortunately, it’s still pretty easy to avoid advertising on the Internet. I have a special program on my computer that blocks most advertisements.

10. Many people spend a lot of their free time indoors, while others prefer relaxing outside. Which do you like best? What do you like to do there?
Yes, I like to be outdoors as much as possible.  I spend pretty much the whole weekend outside. I love playing outdoor sports, especially if the weather is nice. I enjoy walking in the fresh air and sunshine. These days, people spend so much time inside offices, classrooms, and their homes that they hardly ever go outside! That’s why I think everybody should try to spend more time outdoors.
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Questions:

1. What is the woman’s job?
2. What is the man probably helping the woman to do? 
3. In which country is this meeting taking place? 
4. Think of a country you would like to visit. What kind of exports is that country known for?    
Answer:

(1) She is a shoe seller. 
(2) He is probably helping her to export shoes to Canada. 
(3) The meeting is taking place in Japan. 
(4) One country I would like to visit is Germany. Germany is known for its high-quality cars. Some of them are very expensive. I guess BMWs are the most popular. There are many BMWs in Taiwan, and most people know that they are made in Germany.    
