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Senior Unit 6 Review: Oral Test

Part 1 Reading Articles

Passage 1         

It is believed that a Chinese man invented the very first fireworks during the Sung Dynasty (960-1279) although the exact timeframe is debatable. A dangerous mixture of sulfur, saltpeter, and charcoal created an extremely flammable material that would explode if enclosed in a small space and lit with fire. Soon after this discovery, fireworks were used in China for entertainment purposes—mainly during festivals, weddings, births, and New Year celebrations. Fireworks were intended to not only deter evil spirits, but also bring happiness and prosperity. These explosive devices were later transformed into gunpowder and rocket fuel, used during warfare. Adventurous explorers from the West brought these materials from China to the rest of the world in the early 1200s. The compound basis of fireworks is still the main component that is used in its production today. China is currently the largest producer of fireworks, exporting nearly 120,000 tonnes to the U.S. each year—although, due to potentially dangerous consequences and major concerns for safety, there are now tight laws regarding the use of fireworks in Canada and the United States.  
Passage 2   


Social workers are playing an increasingly important role in communities around the world. The tasks related to social work vary from country to country, depending on personal values and ideas. But the aims and goals remain the same—social workers fight for cultural and social change within core groups of people in need. They are concerned with human needs, social problems, and their causes and solutions. Most social work is intended to reflect the cultural and social values of a specific group of people. The main resources used to fight for these equalities are case studies, counseling, teaching, research, lobbying, and community organization. Social workers perform these tasks in a variety of settings, including public and private health organizations (hospitals, clinics), community organizations (spiritually and socially-based), schools, social service agencies, and even the military. Social work has become an important political movement, and nations around the world are beginning to notice the need for educational funding and support for social work in their own countries.
Part 2 Answering Questions                              

1. What do you have to do in order to get ready for work or school in the morning? How long does this usually take?  

When I wake up, I usually get into the shower right away.  Then I get dressed in my work clothes, and do my hair and make-up. Then I eat breakfast, and read the newspaper or the online news.  This routine usually takes an hour or so—then I’m ready to go to work!
2. Do you ever wish that you could turn back time? Why or why not?
Yes, sometimes I do wish that I could turn back time.  There are certain things that I would have done differently in my life.  Now, I wish that I could go back and change them—although it’s probably better not to regret the past, and to focus more on the future.
3. Do you think that governments should crack down on cigarette smoking, and ban it completely?
Yes, I do believe that smoking should be banned completely. There is a lot of evidence to show that smoking is bad for our health, so I think that it should be completely illegal to smoke. It really bothers me when people smoke near me, because the second-hand smoke makes me feel sick, and it is indirectly affecting my health as well. 
4. If there is one thing that you would like to be known for, or famous for, what would it be?
I would like to be known for all of the hard work I do for the environment. I work for an organization that fights to decrease pollution and researches the effects humans have on the Earth. I hope that one day, my hard work will be noticed and I will be a famous environmentalist.
5. Have you ever made something for someone’s birthday? Did the person like the gift?
One time, I made my mother a cake for her birthday. But, because it was my first time baking, I forgot some of the ingredients, and it turned out very poorly. My mother still thought that it was a nice gift so she ate the cake anyway. I don’t think that it tasted very good!
6. Is there one thing that you like to do on your own? What is it?

I really enjoy going for walks in the park. While I’m walking, I usually listen to my mp3 player; therefore I prefer that no one else is with me. That way, I have some peace and quiet while listening to my music, and I get some exercise at the same time.
7. They say that English is a very important language to learn. Do you believe this is true?
Of course! I believe that English is very important. It is becoming the international language. The United States is a powerful country, so many international businesses communicate using English. I think that in the future, it will be very important, perhaps crucial to know how to speak and read English.
8. What is one thing in your life that you are completely sure about? 
I am completely sure that I want to be a veterinarian. I have always had an interest in health and medicine, especially relating to animals. I am aware that it will take many years of schooling to become a vet, but I am sure that is the career path that I want to take. 
9. Have you ever known someone who committed suicide? What happened? 

Unfortunately, yes. When I was in high school, one of my very good friends killed himself.  He was always a very sad person. But we never thought that he would actually end his own life until, one day, he hung himself in his bedroom. That was a very sad time for me.
10. What do you think is the best way to deal with stress? 
When I feel stressed, I try to relax by reading a book, or going for a walk. Also, if I am feeling really down, it helps to exercise. I like to do yoga, or go running at the gym.  
Part 3 Picture description (picture 100_4100)
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Questions:

1. What are these men doing?
2. Where do you think they are?
3. How do you think they are feeling? 
4. What else can you say to describe this picture?
Answer:

It appears as if these three men are watering some plants with a hose. There are many plants in a row, in the ground, and they have very large green leaves. This leads me to believe that the men are watering lettuce or cabbage. The men are standing in a field, but it looks like they are in the middle of a city or town.  There are many buildings near them, and a lot of cars on the road. These men look very happy, especially the man standing in the middle.  He is holding the hose in his hands and is smiling at the man to his left. 
