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Senior Unit 6 Review: Oral Test

Part 1 Reading Articles

Passage 1         

If you’re planning your next family vacation, or you just need a private getaway, why not visit the World’s Happiest Country?—Vanuatu! We don’t often hear much about this group of islands just southeast of Australia, but one thing is for certain—the people who live there are really happy! According to the Happy Planet Index, Vanuatu is the most livable country when taking into consideration the economy, life expectancy, and the environment. But what can be expected from a visit to this unique place? First of all, the residents of Vanuatu speak 113 distinct languages, making it one of the most culturally diverse countries in the world. The 80 islands that make up Vanuatu boast active volcanoes, traditional culture, spectacular coral reefs, forests, and beaches. Water-loving visitors can embark on snorkeling and diving expeditions through pristine coral reefs. Nature lovers can explore untouched forests and beaches, where they can see happy wildlife in the animals’ natural environment. The adventurous types can visit active volcanoes and lava lakes. For the avid shopper or fisherman, Port Villa, Vanuatu’s capital and largest city, is home to Vanuatu’s fishing and low-tax shopping centers. Vanuatu offers a little something for every traveler—so, why not consider it for your next vacation?
Passage 2   

While snacking on your favorite nuts, such as walnuts or almonds, do you ever wonder what exactly a nut is? A nut is classified as a one-seeded fruit that is covered with a hard outer shell. There are many different types of nuts that are eaten by animals and humans. However, not all nuts taste as good as almonds and walnuts. Some nuts, like the tanoak, have a horrible, bitter taste and are not often consumed by humans. The nuts most commonly eaten by humans are almonds, walnuts, and pecans. Did you notice that I didn’t mention peanuts? That’s because the peanut is not actually a nut! It’s true! Peanuts are actually seeds, and are part of the legume family. Many people still confuse the distinction between a nut and a seed. Nuts are seeds! A fruit is a part of a plant that contains the seeds. So, the nutshell is the fruit, and the nut is the seed. There are hundreds of species of nuts that are grown and cultivated around the world for human consumption. Nut growing is a special skill that requires a lot of time and effort. Many nuts that we buy in stores have already been roasted and salted. Often the shell has been removed for us as well! These nuts have come a long way—from being on a tree, to being processed in a factory, and then into our hands to be enjoyed. Remember, these delicious treats are good for us, too! Go nuts over nuts!
Part 2 Answering Questions                              

1. Have you ever had a crush on somebody? If so, did he or she ever find out, and how?  

Of course! Doesn’t everybody have a crush at least once in their lifetime? I once had a crush on a boy in my school. I used to write him secret love letters and put them in his gym bag. To this day, he still doesn’t know that it was me, and that was almost 10 years ago! I hope that he never finds out. 
2. Is there a specific time of the year or special event that you look forward to?
Right now, I am really looking forward to Chinese New Year. Every year, my friends and I go on a trip to a tropical place during this time. Last year we went to Thailand and stayed in a resort on the beach. This year we are going scuba diving in the Philippines. I can’t wait! 
3. Do you believe that drinking one glass of red wine each day is good for your health? 

Well, I don’t drink red wine, so I couldn’t imagine drinking a glass every day. But I don’t think that it would be bad for a person to do this. Wine does come from fruit, so I can see how it would provide some nutritional value. It can probably help a person to fall asleep at night as well.
4. Do you think that it is worth trying to be friends with an ex- girlfriend or boyfriend after you’ve broken up?
Yes, I do believe that it is worth it, especially if you have spent a considerable amount of time in a relationship with that person. Often, we become good friends with our partners while in a relationship. It doesn’t make sense to throw the friendship away as well. 
5. Is there a certain food that you just go nuts over? What is it?
I absolutely go nuts over pizza! I often crave it late at night and then I run down to the pizza shop to order a slice. Sometimes, if I have a lot of time, I make my own homemade pizza at home. I like to put chicken, vegetables, and pineapple on top of it. 
6. Is there something that you make sure to do every night before going to sleep?
   Every night, I make sure to take a shower and brush my teeth before I go to bed. Then, I usually get into my bed and read a book for about half an hour until I fall asleep. This routine helps me to unwind from a busy day and helps me to relax into a deep sleep.
7. Have you ever read a book, and then watched a movie that is based on that book? Which version did you enjoy more?
Yes, I have read all six of the Harry Potter books, and I have seen all four of the movies as well. The movies truly bring the characters to life and are more exciting. I do enjoy reading the books, but the movies are very bright and colorful, so I enjoy them much more.  
8. Have you ever been itching to do something crazy or dangerous? What was it? 
Two summers ago, I was really itching to go skydiving. Even though it’s a dangerous sport, I thought it would be really fun to try. So, I signed up for a skydiving course and took three lessons. Then when it was my turn to jump out of the plane, it was too windy, so I couldn’t go! I still have never been skydiving!
9. What is one safety concern that you try to be aware of while traveling to a new place?

While traveling to new places, I try to be aware of my whereabouts at all times so that I don’t get lost. I like to keep a map or even a travel guidebook close by in my pocket or backpack. I refer to the map often so that I am not led astray. Usually, I do some research on the place before I go there, so I have an idea of the bad areas to avoid. 
10. Have you ever gone on a date with someone whom you had never met before?

I do believe this is called a “blind date.” And unfortunately, yes, I’ve been on many blind dates in my lifetime—all of which have turned out to be disastrous. My friends and family enjoy introducing me to new people, but sometimes I think they pick the wrong types of people for me to date!
Part 3 Picture description
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Questions:

1. Where do you think the people in the picture are?
2. What do you think the woman is trying to do?
3. How do you think the man is feeling? 
4. What else can you say to describe this picture?
Answer:

It appears as if the man and the woman are sitting outside on a bench in a park. There is a brick road or sidewalk behind them, and also some trees in the background. It looks like the woman is trying to give the man a cake or some kind of dessert. Actually, I think she is giving him a moon cake because it is brown and shaped like the moon. The man looks very excited to be eating the moon cake. His mouth is open very wide and his hand is out as if he is accepting the cake from the woman.
