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Senior Unit 6 Review: Oral Test

Part 1 Reading Articles

Passage 1         


The ancient Egyptians are generally credited with beginning the wedding ring tradition. They twisted plants into ropes to make rings that men and women exchanged. The Egyptians believed that wearing wedding rings linked them to the supernatural, since a ring was a circle with no end, symbolizing eternal love. The Romans used iron for their wedding rings. Such rings were seen as a form of payment that a man made for his bride. Egyptians and Romans wore wedding rings on the fourth finger of the left hand, because they thought this was the location of the “love vein” that joined the hand to the heart. In seventeenth century Europe, it was popular to have lines of poetry engraved in wedding rings. In the late 1600s, many Europeans came to America to escape religious persecution. They refused to exchange wedding rings because they thought jewelry was frivolous. But rings soon caught on again, and in the twentieth century, the diamond became the most popular gem used in them.  
Passage 2   


In Christian countries around the world, many Easter celebrations involve eggs, and others use traditions that date back to Pagan times. In Latvia, people play a game by tapping the ends of two eggs together. First, the players tap together the narrow ends of their eggs. Then, they tap together the wide ends. If a player’s egg breaks, he or she leaves the game, and play continues until one lucky player is left! In the U.S., large white lilies are a symbol of Easter that stems from the Puritans who came to America in the 17th century. The lilies represent purity, and because they bloom in early spring, they’re a perfect Easter decoration. Swedish Christians celebrate Easter by recalling their Pagan ancestry. Witches were once thought to fly over church bell towers on the eve of Easter, so Easter is often celebrated much like Halloween in other western countries: children dress as witches and visit neighbors. They often pass out Easter cards in hopes of getting a coin or some candy in return! 
Part 2 Answering Questions                              

1. What place would you like to head to this summer? What would you do there?  

This summer, I want to head to Nantou County. I like nature, and there are many places in Nantou County to get outside and do something fun. I’ll probably take a boat on Sun Moon Lake and go hiking in the mountains somewhere. If I go into the forest around Sun Moon Lake, maybe I’ll see some cool animals. 
2. Do you want to get married someday? Why or why not? 
Yes, I want to get married one day. I hope that I will find someone I love and want to spend the rest of my life with. I think getting married is a nice idea, because then you always have someone to hang out with, and someone who’ll take care of you. Also, I really want to have children one day, and I don’t want to do that unless I marry. 
3. What are some things that remind you of your family? Why do these things remind you of them? 
Whenever I eat ice cream, I think about my family. That’s because everyone in my family loves ice cream, and we often go out somewhere to eat ice cream on the weekends. My dad and I love fruit-flavored ice cream, but my mom and my brother love chocolate. Even seeing chocolate ice cream in the store makes me think of my mom and my brother! 
4. After you’ve made one of your friends angry, what do you do to redeem yourself? 
If I make one of my friends angry, first I feel embarrassed. I don’t talk to that person for a few days. That way, we both have time to stop being angry. Then, I usually call my friend and tell him why I did or said the thing that made him angry. I’ll say “I’m sorry,” and then  ask my friend when we can hang out again and do something fun. 
5. What would you like to be doing now, instead of taking this test?  
I’d like to be doing almost anything instead of taking this test! No, I’m just kidding. I would not want to be taking a math test instead of this English test, because I’m terrible at math. If I had to choose, I’d say I’d like to be taking a nap or watching TV instead of taking this test. 
6. Imagine that your teacher told you that you had to take an English class over again because you had done badly. How would you “look on the bright side”?  
 
I would not be happy about that news! However, if I did have to take a class over again because I did badly, I’d be glad to have the chance. If I took the class over again, I’d be able to get a better grade. I’d also get more practice speaking, reading, and writing English. That way, I would learn things really well before taking a harder class. 
7. What is something that you used to like doing that you have now gotten a bit tired of?   
I used to like playing tennis with my friend on the weekends, but now I’m tired of it. I am not very good at tennis, and my friend is better than I am. She tries to be nice when we play, and hits the ball very softly. However, I usually miss the ball, no matter how easy it is to hit. For a while, this was funny, but now I’m tired of playing tennis all the time and not getting any better at it! I think I’ll never learn how to play well. 
8. What are some things you have seen that are one of a kind? Talk about them.   
There are many things in the National Palace Museum in Taipei that are one of a kind. A lot of the art from ancient China is one of a kind. That means the ones they have there are the only ones on earth! It’s pretty cool to see things like that, and to know that no one else in the world has something like it. It makes me proud of my culture. 
9. When was the last time you had to give an idea some thought? What was the idea? 
Last weekend, my friend asked me to go to the movies. I wanted to go, but I also had a big test that I needed to study for, and I thought I should study all weekend. I told my friend I’d give the idea some thought and then call her back. In the end, we waited until Sunday to go to the movies. That way, I was able to study on Friday and Saturday. 
10. When you were a child, what foods did you used to hate that you now like? Why did your ideas change? 
I used to hate almost all fruits and vegetables. It’s funny, because now I love to eat them. I especially love mangoes and bananas! When I was a kid, pretty much all I ate was rice, noodles, and meat. I think this is why I was tired a lot of the time. My mom kept telling me I’d feel better if I ate other things. Finally, I listened to her and tried to eat more fruits and vegetables. And you know what? She was right. I felt great!    
Part 3 Picture description 
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Questions:

1. What are these girls doing?
2. Where do you think they are located?
3. How do you think they are feeling? 
4. What else can you say to describe this picture?
Answer:

The girls are looking at T-shirts. There is a table in front of them that only has T-shirts on it. One girl is holding a T-shirt up to her body, and her friend is pointing at the shirt. I think they are in a store at a night market. You can always get these kinds of T-shirts in Taiwan’s night markets. The girl on the left is smiling, so I think they are having fun looking for new clothes. There are so many T-shirts for them to look at! They are probably having trouble deciding which ones to buy. 
