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Senior Unit 6 Review: Oral Test

Part 1 Reading Articles

Passage 1         

Everybody enjoys good food. There is nothing quite like eating a delicious meal full of flavor. Many of the flavors that we enjoy so much come from spices. Today spices are everywhere—we can buy pepper, vanilla, and many others at any supermarket. But in ancient Europe, spices like these were so valuable that only the very rich could afford to buy them. Spices brought to Europe from Asia and other parts of the world were some of the most expensive goods people could buy, sometimes as expensive as gold. These spices were used in many ways. They were used in religious ceremonies, added to perfumes and medicine, and used for cooking and flavoring food. Because these spices were so useful, powerful European countries fought with each other for control of the many “Spice Islands” throughout the world, including those that make up the country we now know as Indonesia. Today, it may be hard for us to understand why people went to so much trouble to get spices. But then again, imagine food without them!
Passage 2   


These days, recycling waste is part of everyday life for most people. Metal, plastic, paper, and other materials are reused in most countries. We all play our part in protecting the environment. But while it’s all very well recycling our household garbage, what can we do about the huge amounts of waste and pollution produced every day by factories? In recent years, some big companies have been working together with scientists to try and find cleaner ways to make their products. They have found that they sell more products when people know that they are more environmentally friendly than those made by other companies. As consumers, one thing that we can do is to buy products made by these “clean” companies, instead of those made by companies which pollute. There are many international organizations that keep lists of “green” companies, as well as naming those which produce the most pollution. This information is easily accessible on the Internet. By doing some research, we can buy the things that we want, and also do a little more to help protect the environment. 

Part 2 Answering Questions                              

1. Traveling is fun for most people, but we still need to be careful. Is there anything you watch out for when traveling?  

Yes, I always watch out for thieves who might want to steal things from me. I really enjoy traveling, but it’s still important to be careful, especially when traveling abroad. 

2. Cars cause a lot of damage to the environment. What can we all do to reduce this damage?
We could use public transport more often, instead of driving everywhere. Also, people should have their cars checked out to make sure that they don't produce too much pollution. Hopefully, we will be able to drive electric cars one day. 

3. Some of the older generation believe that children and young people spend too much time using computer. Are they right, or are these people just behind the times? 

I think these people are behind the times. Maybe they are just scared of technology. Computers are important tools for research, work, and entertainment. However, I think that some people do spend too much time using them. 

4. Do you think that things like education should be freely available to everybody?

Yes, I think that everyone should have the same opportunities. Just because you don’t have much money doesn’t mean you shouldn't be able to get a good education.  

5. Do you often go to all-you-can-eat restaurants? Do you think they are a good idea?

I sometimes go, but they are a waste of money for me because I have a small appetite! I know that some people who can eat a lot enjoy them, though. If you are one of these people, I’m sure you think they are a good idea!

6. Is there anything that you used to do that you wish you had kept on doing? 

   Yes, I wish I had kept on learning to play the drums. I learned when I was younger, but gave it up when I started working. I play guitar in a band right now, but I would much rather play the drums!

7. Have you ever met up with someone you know in a surprising place? 

Yes, I met up with one of my childhood friends when I was waiting at the airport in Hong Kong. We were both waiting for flights going to different places. We hadn't seen each other for about 6 years, and we talked for 2 hours. It was a very nice surprise!

8. Have you ever had any news that sounded too good to be true? Please explain.
Yes, I have. I once received an email saying that I'd won a lot of money in a lottery. Just for a second I thought that it was real. But of course, it was too good to be true. It turned out to be a trick.

9. Should teenagers depend on their parents for everything, or should they try to be more independent? 

Of course, most teenagers have to depend on their parents for everything, at least while they are at school or university. I think that almost all teenagers want to be more independent but can’t because most of them don’t have any money.

10. Have you ever really looked forward to doing something which you later didn’t get to do? 

Yes. A few years ago, some friends and I planned to go on a short holiday overseas, but then a big typhoon hit Taiwan. All flights out of the country were cancelled for several days, so we didn’t get to go on our trip!
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Questions:

1. What are some of these people wearing on their heads?
2. What are these people waiting for? 
3. What can we say about this business? 
4. Why do you think that there are so many people in this picture? List all the possible reasons you can think of. 
Answer:

Some of the people in this picture are wearing helmets, some are not. It must be a little uncomfortable for them to wear helmets, because it looks like a very hot day. They are all waiting to buy fuel. This gas station has a lot of customers today. I think that maybe this gas station is selling gas at a lower price than others, and that’s why it’s so busy. Or maybe there hasn’t been any gas recently and the station has just opened again. Another reason might be that all of these people are traveling together and this is the only gas station in the area.
